The Director’s notes

A drama for children should stand the test of time and work on many levels. A good film should evoke emotions and provoke thought while being entertaining. A film based on a fairy tale is timeless. It touches everybody regardless of social background or culture, it transcends boundaries.

Pelicanmanis based on the fairy tale Ihmisen vaatteissa (In Human Clothes) by Leena Krohn. In my opinion, it fulfils all the requirements of a great children's movie. It combines philosophical, ever-topical content with gentle humour and delicate fantasy.

Pelicanman is a sparkling adventure with timeless, universal themes that affect children and adults alike. The film tells the story of two lonely characters, a pelican and a boy, who become friends in the big city. It tells about leaving one’s roots and adapting to a new environment, about the clash of nature and civilization. It tells about the disappointments and joys of life, about growing up and becoming independent.

All over the world children are forced to become independent at a younger and younger age, having to spend long periods alone. More and more parents are divorcing; new families are formed; people move often, sometimes to other countries and other cultures. The story of Emil and the Pelican deals with these themes with a delicate touch. Although the film deals with serious topics and deeply felt emotions, humour and laughter rise above it all.
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