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The worlds of children and adults meet in this
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A TIMELESS FANTASY CHILDREN AND ADULTS
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5 Jussi-nominations for the National Film Awards, including Best Film.
International premiere at Berlinale 2005, Kinderfilmfest.

ORIGINAL TITLE: PELIKAANIMIES

ENGLISH TITLE: PELICANMAN

GENRE: children/family

DURATION: 90 minutes + 3x28 min for TV
PRODUCTION YEAR: 2004

RELEASE DATE: Finland December 2004,
Sweden February 2005

INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE: Berlin International Film
Festival, selected for Kinderfilmfest 2005
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Finland, co-production
Sweden. Swedish/Finnish theatrical distribution:
Buena Vista International

ORIGINAL LANGUAGE: Finnish

SUBTITLED VERSION: English, dubbed in Swedish
DIRECTED BY: Liisa Helminen

PRODUCED BY: Hanna Hemild, Lumifilm Oy.
CO-PRODUCED BY: Anita Oxburgh, Migma Film AB.
ORIGINAL WORK: Based on Leena Krohn’s book
In Human'’s Clothes.

ENGLISH SCRIPT BY: William Aldridge,

Liisa Helminen

CINEMATOGRAPHY BY: Timo Salminen

SOUND DESIGN: Paul Jyréla

SET DESIGN BY: Jussi Halonen, Samuli Halla,
Petri Neuvonen

EDITED BY: Jukka Nykénen

COSTUMES BY: Marja Uusitalo, Tiina Wilén
CAST: Kari Ketonen, Roni Haarakangas, Inka
Nuorgam, Jonna Jarnefelt, Anu Viheriéranta, Liisa
Kuoppamaki, Heikki Kinnunen, Ismo Kallio, Bjérn
Andresen, Pelle Sandberg

COLOR: Yes

FORMAT: 35mm

VIDEO MASTER FORMAT: DigiBeta

SCREEN RATIO: 1:1,85

SOUND: DTS 7.1/5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1.

www.pelicanman.net

Festival participation: For an update visit the Finnish
Film Foundation at www.ses.fi

AOMMsTORA

SALES

SYNOPSIS: The humorous adventure of a boy, a girl and a pelican in a world where the line between reality and make-
believe is not always clear.

A Pelican lands on a beach in Finland and becomes so fascinated by humans that he decides to settle down and live
like them. The Pelican gets a job at the opera house, befriends two children, a boy and a girl, and falls in love with a
lovely, swan-like ballerina. But then the Pelican is dramatically unmasked and taken away to the zoo. The children
help him escape. The Pelican, disillusioned with the ways of the humans, bids farewell to his friends and returns to his
life as a bird.

"A drama for children should stand the test of time and work on many levels. A good film should evoke emotions and provoke
thought while being entertaining. A film based on a fairy tale is timeless. It touches everybody regardless of their social class
or culture, it transcends boundaries. PELICANMAN is based on the fairy tale In Human's Clothes by Leena Krohn. The book com-
bines philosophical, ever-topical content with gentle humour and delicate fantasy. Its style and spirit makes the story the equal
of the very best of children’s classics — Moomintroll, Winnie the Pooh and The Little Prince.” Liisa Helminen, Director.

DIRECTOR/SCRIPTWRITER: Liisa Helminen

(1950), Master of Arts, University of Art and Design Helsinki. Has directed 30 films, written 49 films and produced 35 films.

Key directions include features PELICANMAN (2004), THE KING WHO HAD NO HEART (1982) and HYMYPOIKA (1985), animations
URPO & TURPO (1996, 1997) and I'VE GOT A TIGER (1979). Awards include: Matti Pellonp&a award (2004), Little Bear (2004),
State’s art award / TOOTLETUBS & JYRO (2001), Bronze Elephant / URPO & TURPO (1996), Silver Cairo / LITTLE WOMEN
(1991), State Children’s Culture Prize / THE KING WHO HAD NO HEART (1983), Jussi statuette / THE KING WHO HAD

NO HEART (1984), Jussi statuette / I'VE GOT A TIGER (1979), State prize / MINA KEHITYN! (1972) and TOUGH GUYS (1971).

PRODUCER: Hanna Hemila

(1960), Master of Science (Economics), Swedish School of Business Administration in Helsinki, specialised in international
finance. She has produced the family feature PELICANMAN (2004), 27 animation shorts: 13 films of TOOTLETUBS & JYRO
(2001), 13 films of URPO & TURPO puppet animation (1996, 1997) and KANGAROUTE (1996). She has also produced the period
feature film GOLD FEVER IN LAPLAND, directed by Ake Lindman (1999) and co-produced GUARDED SECRETS, a Hungarian-
Austrian-Finnish feature film (2004). She received the State’s art award for TOOTLETUBS & JYRO (2001).

SCRIPTWRITER: William Aldridge

has lived and worked in Russia, Sweden, Denmark, Germany and is now based in France. He divides his time between writing
and directing documentaries. He has written several children’s films, including Astrid Lindgren’s MIO MY MIO. His screenplay
credits cover a broad range of films from the family comedy JONSSONLIGAN OCH DYNAMIT-HARRY to the Jan Guillou thriller
HAMILTON.

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY: Timo Salminen

is an award-winning cinematographer. Worked on Aki Kaurismaki films THE MAN WITHOUT A PAST, JUHA, DRIFTING CLOUDS,
HAMLET GOES BUSINESS and Mika Kaurisméki films AMAZON and THE WORTHLESS, as well as on Veikko Aaltonen film THE
PRODIGAL SON. Kaurismaki’s THE MAN WITHOUT A PAST was nominated for an Oscar and the film won the Grand Prix at the
Cannes Film Festival and the Golden Frog award at the Camerimage Film Festival of the Art of Cinematography in Poland. He
has more than 30 features on his credit list.

NonStop Sales AB (NSS) is a inavian-based worldwide busil to-busi international sales agent for quality feature films with a commercial potential. In its film
library, NSS holds the Sandrew Metronome AB catalogue of 650 titles, including classical masterpieces by Ingmar Bergman as well as recent Scandinavian box office hits. New:
titles are continuously being added. NSS is a company within Millennium Media Group AB (MMG), a fast growing Swedish media company with four operative subsidiaries;
NonStop Entertainment, NonStop Sales, NonStop ision (br ing Star! and ime in ja) and PrimeText Visit www. net

FESTIVAL CONTACT

THE FINNISH FILM FOUNDATION, Kanavakatu 12,
FIN-00160 Helsinki, Finland

Phone +358 9 622 0300 Fax +358 9 6220 3060
ses@ses.fi  www.ses.fi

NONSTOP SALES AB

Ddbelnsgatan 24, SE-113 52 Stockholm, Sweden
Phone +46 8 673 99 99 Fax +46 8 673 99 88
info@nonstopsales.net  www.nonstopsales.net



